


Adopted 2/27/07




Introduced by Council Members Graham, Jones, Jenkins, Alvarez, Brown, Clark, Copeland, Corrigan, Daniels, Davis, Fussell, Hyde, Johnson, Lockett-Felder, Ray, Self, Shad and Yates: 

RESOLUTION 2007-206-A
A RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND THANKING M.C. “CEREE” HARDEN, III FOR HIS SERVICE TO THE JACKSONVILLE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION “JEDC”, THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE AND ITS CITIZENS; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, M.C. “Ceree” Harden, III was appointed in March 2002 to the Jacksonville Economic Development Commission “JEDC” and served as its Chairman from 2003 to 2007; and

WHEREAS, in 2003, Mayor John Peyton charged the JEDC with creating and implementing a new public investment policy by which tax-payer incentive dollars would produce job growth, an increase of incomes and the tax base in Duval County; and
WHEREAS, Ceree Harden embraced that charge and under his leadership, the JEDC reorganized, developed and implemented a new mission and an accountable strategic plan; and
WHEREAS, a key component of the mission was a renewed focus on the growth of downtown; and Ceree Harden led the implementation of the Downtown Development Review Committee (DRC) process; bringing commercial and residential projects to the urban core and securing the future of downtown development for many years to come; and

WHEREAS, under Ceree Harden’s leadership, businesses receiving incentives from the JEDC have been required to give back to the City of Jacksonville in the form of new employment, and over 11,000 jobs have been created giving greater opportunities to the citizens of Jacksonville; and


WHEREAS, JEDC’s accomplishments during Ceree Harden’s tenure on the JEDC include the approval of numerous downtown residential projects, the development of the Downtown Zoning Overlay, the resolution of long-standing real estate transactions and the implementation of the Downtown Master Plan; and


WHEREAS, under Ceree Harden’s leadership, the JEDC has implemented the business plan for Cecil Field Commerce Center, securing businesses and launching the future of its redevelopment;
WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville, duly appreciates the contribution of its non-compensated public officers, who serve the community honorably and unselfishly without pay, and contribute mightily to the success, vibrancy and energy of our community; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby commends and thanks M.C. “Ceree” Harden, III for his outstanding voluntary services, contributions, and dedication to the City and its citizens as Chairman and a Member of the JEDC for the last five years.  


Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Margaret M. Sidman
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